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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET

By SteveNewman

AprilFloods
At leastsix peopleare

knownto havediedin some

of the worstflooding
ever

to strikeeasternAustralia. Residents

of severaloutbacktownsin Queen-

slandand New SouthWaleswere
evacuatedby

helicopter
as flood

watersroseto coverthe
rooftops

of
homes in some locations. Thousands

of head of livestock and wildlife

drowned,
and vastareasof

cropland

were ruined.

Some of the heaviest downpours

to strike Tanzania

in 47 yearspro-

ducedflooding
thatkilledninepeople,

destroyed homesin 22
villages,

and
severely damageda portionof the
country'svitalcoffeecrop.Extensive

floodingalso was reportedin
Uzbekistan's TashkentOasis, Tai-
wan and East Texas.

Tornadoes

A tornadotorethrougha
stringof

Bangladesh

vil-
lages,killingat least24
peopleand

injuring 2,000.The storm
devastated

35 villagesin Sirajganj
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district, tossinghousesand treesas
if theywerescrapsof paper, accord-

ing to
witnesses.

A swarm of severe
thunderstorms

produced flashfloodsand at least

six tornadoes that
hop-scotched

acrosspartsof Texasand Okla-

homa.Threepeoplewerekillednear
Abilenewhena twistertorethrough

the highplainstownof
Brownwood.

Morethan254mm of rainfellduring

two daysof
torrents,

in the
already

rain-soaked Dallas-FortWorth met-
ropolitanarea.

UFOs
Hundredsof people, includ-

ing some pilots,reported

spottingan
unidentified

flying objectoverRome.Policein
the Italiancapitalreceivednumer-

ous calls, describing

a "kindof lumi-

nousballthatleftsmokein its trail."

Therehavebeenseveralreportsof
UFO

sightings
over Belgium in re-

cent weeks.
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DesertPlague
Officialsbegan aerial
spraying over 280,000
hectaresof northernNe-

vada
threatened

by the worst
Mormon cricketinfestation

in half a
century.

"We are seeing numbersof
500-plusper squaremetre,maybe
up to

1,000,"saidDickRowe,a
deputy director

of the NevadaDe-
partment

of
Agriculture.

If the in
sects,membersof the

long-horned

grasshopper family,are allowedto
growto

maturity,

theywillbe 50 mm
longin 30 daysand coulddevastate

the region'salfalfacropworth$50
million.They are calledMormon
crickets becausetheywerefirstdis-
coveredby Mormon settlers

in 1848.

Earthquakes
Moderateearth move-
mentswerefeltin North-

west China,southern Italy,

Japan'ssouthernislands,Chile's
centralcoast,easternTurkey,Yugo
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slavia and centralAlaska.

Gull Reprieve

A planto killgullson
east-

ern Canada's Sable island

with poison sandwiches

was cancelled afterNova Scotiaresi-

dentsbecameenragedover the
proposedslaughter. Wildlifeofficials

had
proposed

thecullto savetheen-
dangeredternswhichare slowly

being
outnumbered

by the gulls.
Environmentalists

said the plan
wouldbe a

massacre,
and could

pollute
one of the

world's mostdeli-

cate ecosystems.

Earthand Wind
A severesandstormin

UpperEgyptcauseda
powerfailurethat affected

almostall of the
country.

The Middle

EastNewsAgency reported
thatthe

stormdamagedthe strategicNag
Hammadipowerstation,and that
powerslowlywas being restored

acrossthe country.

Residents
of Beijingbroughtout

theirmopsand broomsto cleanup

afterthe worstduststormto whip
throughthe Chinesecapitalin at
least70 years. Flightsweredelayed

and traffic slowedto a crawlwhen

highwindsand fineyellowdust—



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Sunday 29 April 1990, page 4 (5)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article122103878

originally

top soilfromthe
Mongolian

plateau— blewintotown.

Snake Shooter
An Iranianman who tried

to trapa snake withthebutt

of his riflewas shotdead

whenthe vipercoiled aroundthe
weaponand pressedthe

trigger.
Ali

Asghar Ahani,27, was
picnicking

at
a

man-made fishingpondon the
outskirts

of Teheranwith his wife,
children

and threeotherfamilies,

the
Iraniannews agencyIma reported.

"We werechasing
a rabbitwhentwo

snakesattractedour
attention,"

said
a friendof the deadman.

"Pressing

thebuttof his
rifle, Ali-Asghartriedto

takethe snakealive.The trigger

wentoff in the ensuingstruggle."

AdditionalSources: U. S. ClimateAnalysis

Center,U. S.
EarthquakeInformation Center

and the World
MeteorologicalOrganization.


